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On this day in 1970 Apollo 13 announces “Uh, Houston, we’ve had a problem”, as oxygen tank explodes en route to Moon.

Key Health Committee
Senators Urge Making
COVID-19 Antibodies
Test Free for Everyone

Say free tests for those who have had the disease and are likely
immune will save lives and restart the economy sooner
“We are dealing not just with a medical issue here. We are
dealing with an issue of confidence. For weeks, Americans have
watched 24/7 news coverage of the dangers of COVID-19. Even
if the government says you can go back to work and back to
school, many Americans may be reluctant to leave their homes.
The availability of two types of free tests—one, a diagnostic test
to determine if you have COVID-19, and two, an antibodies test
to determine whether you have had it and are likely immune, at
least for the short term—will give Americans confidence that it
is safe to go back to work and to school and restart the economy.” — Sen. Lamar Alexander and Sen. Roy Blunt
The chairmen of the U.S. Senate’s top health committees today
urged Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar to confirm that the new law allows free tests for Americans who have
had COVID-19 and are likely immune to the disease.
A copy of the letter is available here.
U.S. Senators Roy Blunt (Mo.) and Lamar Alexander (Tenn.),
chairmen of the two Senate committees responsible for health
policy and spending said, “Health professionals agree that
Americans who have had the disease are almost certainly
immune for a time and can go back to work and back to school
without contracting the disease again or exposing others. Free
tests will help contain the disease and give Americans confidence that it is safe to go back to work and back to school and
restart the economy.”
The senators said the $2.2 trillion CARES Act, enacted two
weeks ago, specifically allows free tests for every American
to determine whether they currently have COVID-19. They
said the law also gives Secretary Azar the authority to make a
second kind of test free that will determine whether someone
has had the disease and therefore is likely immune, at least for
a short time. Last Friday, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved the first such antibodies test, and expects additional tests to detect antibodies to be developed and available
for patients. Soon, antibody tests will be available at a local
pharmacy or a doctor’s office and only require a pin prick of
blood from your finger.
Scientists estimate that somewhere between 25 and 50 percent of Americans who have COVID-19 show no symptoms,
according to Dr. Anthony Fauci. Tests to determine whether an
individual has had the disease—in addition to tests to diagnose
those who are sick—will make it easier to decide when Americans can go back to work or back to school, the senators said.
“We are dealing not just with a medical issue here,” the senators said. “We are dealing with an issue of confidence. For
weeks, Americans have watched 24/7 news coverage of the
dangers of COVID-19. Even if the government says you can
go back to work and back to school, many Americans may be
reluctant to leave their homes. The availability of two types
of free tests—one, a diagnostic test to determine if you have
COVID-19, and two, an antibodies test to determine whether
you have had it and are likely immune, at least for the short
term—will give Americans confidence that it is safe to go back
to work and to school and restart the economy.”
The senators said the government’s goal should be to have
available tens of millions of both kind of tests as soon as possible, at least by August, when students return to 6,000 colleges
and 100,000 public schools. “This is about testing. Americans
may not be willing to go back to work or back to 6,000 colleges
and 100,000 schools unless they know that they, and many of
their classmates or fellow workers, don’t have the virus.”
The senators said, “There is no scientific barrier to these tests.
The barrier is using American ingenuity to scale up production
and flooding the country with millions of tests to help contain
the disease and build confidence that we can safely leave our
homes and restart the economy.”
Blunt is chairman of the Senate’s health appropriations committee. Alexander is chairman of the Senate’s health committee.

Local Musicians Take
to Facebook to Bring
Happiness During
Pandemic

Photo created by Ben Nelson that features Jennifer Diekamp, Lauren
and Mike Arnold, Shane Petre, Jamie Baker, Miracle Weaver, David Cole,
John Bales, Martina Miller, Christopher Swaine, Mary Beth and Ronnie
Truitt, Alexander Smith, Jace and Sally Weber, Daniel Thompson, and Leon
Shears.

By Ben Nelson

On March 20th, the dynamic duo Jace Weber along with his
wife Sally (with guitars in hand), sat down in front of the camera
tuning into Facebook with a pitch to encourage local musicians
to share their talents on social media. Just a few short days later,
dubbed the “Quarantine Concerts” well over a dozen people
have joined Jace and Sally in sharing their musical talents for
everyone to view while most of us are staying home during the
COVID-19 Global Pandemic. “The idea just came from flipping
through Facebook after the COVID-19 thing got to rolling. It
was a whole lot of scary stuff, and not much else. It looked like,
to my wife Sally and I, that folks just needed some happiness.
Music makes everyone happy,” stated Weber when asked what
made him come up with the idea of online concerts.
People like Macon R-1 Band Instructor, Jamie Baker playing a
saxophone, Mary Beth Truitt playing the bass along with Ronnie
Truitt and his guitar, Martina Miller singing while accompanied
with her guitar, Lauren and Mike Arnold singing and playing a
rendition of “Dreams” a best hit of Fleetwood Mac, all of which
(along with others), have taken to Facebook to provide viewers
with something to smile about. “I’ve always said, this corner
of Missouri is loaded with talent. Being a musician myself, I’m
probably a little more aware of that. I’ve had several people post
and tell me in private messages, that they had no idea there was
so much musical talent in our area,” recalled Weber when asked
about his reaction when looking back and seeing the individuals
who have joined in on the musical fun. Jace Weber along with
Mary Beth Truitt, Ronnie Truitt and Daniel Thompson, are part
of the local band Keota.
The “Quarantine Concerts” have brought-in thousands of viewers and whoever gets the most “likes” on their video, will win
two rolls of toilet paper. “I just want to thank all of my musician
friends for participating. We started it with a video that Sally
and I made, telling folks that whoever got the most likes on their
video, would be the winner of 2 rolls of toilet paper. It was funny of course, but no one’s really concerned about winning some
TP, I believe that most are of the same mindset that Sally and I
are. Bring some smiles, a little diversion,” stated Mr. Weber.
In the end, when asked about what he hopes viewers walk away
with, Weber replied by saying, “a smile, a laugh... a little joy for
their hearts in a situation that’s unnerving and a little frightening for some, an irritation for others. Music can fix a lot of
busted things.”
To view the videos, visit Jace Weber’s Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/jace.weber

Callao ALA Judges Poppy Posters

Members of the Callao American Legion Post &
Auxiliary #360 have been busy judging Auxiliary
Poppy Posters entered by three area schools. CeCe
Spink, Poppy Poster Chairman with help from her
son, Harry, set up for display the eligible 77 posters
out of a total of 96 entries from Callao C-8. Bevier
C-4 and Macon Co. R-IV Schools on April 1, 2020.
Since Missouri had the 10 or less in attendance and
6 ft. rule because of the COVID-19 virus, CeCe decided to have the 10 different classes for view for any
Auxiliary or Post member to come by at their leisure
and vote for their top three favorites in each class.
Linda Maddox, Auxiliary President said “We have
some very talented children in our area schools,
so it was a hard decision choosing.” The first place
winners will be automatically entered in district
competition and the district winner in each class will
be forwarded to Department of Missouri for further
competition.
Editor’s Note:
All information is
most current information regarding to
COVID-19 outbreak
at the time of printing. While we only
print twice per week
(The Home Press/
Journal), and this disease is fast growing,
changes can happen
daily, or even hourly.
Please be informed
by listening to your
local telvision news
and checkicng our
website periodically
if possible. Please
stay safe, wash your
hands, and be kind to
others.
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Macon Municipal Utilities
Promotes Budget Billing
Program
MMU understands the uncertainty
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Customers who are seeking solutions to
pay their utility bill due to financial difficulties are encouraged to call the business office at (660) 385-3173 to discuss
payment options from 8:00 am – 5:00
pm, Monday – Friday. The MMU business office is available to provide customer assistance, but will remain closed
to the public through Thursday, April 30,
2020 to comply with social distancing
requirements.
One popular option is to enroll in
MMU’s Budget Billing Program. Applications are being accepted through
April 24, 2020. The program for 2020
will begin with May 1, 2020 utility
billing statements. The program allows
customers to even out their utility costs
by paying the same amount each month.
A service location’s average utility usage
is referenced to compute their monthly
payment. Eligibility criteria are listed
below.
• There should be a 12-month billing
history at the service location.
• It is desired for the customer’s account to have a zero balance.
• The customer must agree to pay the
full budget amount each month by the
due date. If full payment is not received
or if payment is not processed due to

insufficient funds, MMU may return the
customer to regular billing. The customer will not be eligible for Budget Billing
until the next cycle.
This program benefits the customer by
allowing them to build up a credit on
their account during low usage months,
which is then applied towards their
costs for high usage months. Customers
are responsible for their own account
and can monitor the balance through
their monthly statement. Accounts are
reconciled each April and Budget Billing
monthly payment amounts are reset for
the coming year.
In addition to the Budget Billing Program, customers can also sign up for
automatic draft where their monthly bill
amount is automatically deducted from
their checking, savings account, debit
or credit card. MMU also offers e-statements for monthly utility bills, a safe
option to reduce contact for the spread
of the Coronavirus as well as other viruses in the future. E-statements are also
environmentally friendly.
Applications and additional information about Budget Billing, automatic
draft programs and e-statements are
available by visiting www.maconutilities.
com and clicking on the Resources –
Forms & Applications tab.

Letter to the Editor
The United States Postal Service is committed to delivering your mail and packages throughout the current pandemic.
We are proud of our role in providing
an essential service to every community.
The one constant throughout this crisis
has been our commitment to fulfilling
the vital mission of the Postal Service.
We would like to share the following
information and requests:
• USPS wants to help keep you – and
our employees – safe. We ask for you
to maintain a safe distance at all times.
The Centers for Disease Control recommends keeping a distance of six feet or
more between other individuals. Please
allow a safe distance between you and
your letter carrier or post office clerk
while they are performing their duties.
• We know it is a challenge to find
ways to connect with family and friends

Shelby County, MO
118±
ACRES
(SUBJECT TO SURVEY)

at this time. Please remember anything
without postage and not related to USPS
business should not be placed in mailboxes.
• It is important to note the CDC, the
World Health Organization, and the
U.S. Surgeon General have all said there
is very low risk that this virus is being
spread through mail.
Our mission to bind the nation together is achieved through the tireless efforts
and sacrifices of our dedicated employees. The outpouring of support you have
shown has had a great impact on everyone at the Postal Service. Knowing how
much you care means everything to us.
On behalf of all employees at the Macon
and Shelby County Post Offices – Thank
you.
Sincerely,
Postmaster

VIRTUAL ONLINE
AUCTION ONLY!

TUESDAY, MAY 5 AT 10:00 A.M.

Seing in

2 TRACTS

LAND IS LOCATED IN SECTION 17, T59N•R11W,
TAYLOR TOWNSHIP, SHELBY COUNTY, MO.
‰ Highly productive tillable farmland with the balance in
wooded draws, pond and grass waterways.

‰ Excellent whitetail deer & wild turkey hunting acreage.
SHARON SHIVELY | TAMMIE BRANHAM | CARLA BOSTER
DONNIE BROWNING | MIKE BROWNING

Closing & Title Work By: Black Creek Abstract & Title
112 N. Washington | Shelbyville, MO | Ph: (573) 633-2241
Auction Manager: Bill Fretwell (660) 341-7735

SULLIVAN AUCTIONEERS, LLC • TOLL FREE (844) 847-2161
www.SullivanAuctioneers.com • IL Lic. #444000107

BUSINESS AUCTION
Thursday April 30th, 2020
at 5 p.m.

This auction has not been postponed and will still take place on
April 30th @ 5 p.m. Phone bidding and live bidding options are
available! If interested in phone bidding, please contact Scotty at
573-356-4405 to make accommodations. Thank you!
N Long Branch Dr, Macon, MO Directions: From Highway 36
and the Long Branch Lake Exit in Macon, MO
*Terms and Conditions 10% Down day of auction with the
balance due upon closing.
Sinclair Mini-Mart has been an established business for many
years in the Macon, MO area. This is an opportunity that doesn’t
come around very often. When buying this at the auction, you are
purchasing the inventory, coolers, freezers, ice cream machines,
loyal customers, and much more.
This business is ready to run upon closing.

Scotty Kuntz 573-356-4405 or Chris Shoemaker 660-346-9966

or 660-395-4663

MU Clinic Offering
Teleservices For COVID-19
Stress
The University of Missouri Psychological Services Clinic is offering teleservices
to help adults and children cope with
anxiety and stress related to COVID-19.
The clinic offers up to five brief sessions through videoconferencing or
telephone, said Debora Bell, longtime
director of the clinic.
This service comes at the perfect time
to help rural families under stress, said
MU Extension health and safety specialist Karen Funkenbusch. “Health
is a farmer’s most important and yet
most neglected asset,” she said. “When
stresses pile up, it becomes distress and
overwhelms.”
U.S. Occupational Safety and Health
Administration lists farming as one of
the top 10 most stressful occupations.
“Now, more than ever, the country sees
how vital farmers and ranchers are to
the food supply chain,” said Funkenbusch, who is part of a team of MU
Extension professionals trained to help
farmers and ranchers facing stress.
“This MU telehealth service comes
during one of the busiest times for row
crop farmers,” she said. “Those in the
horticultural industry also face financial
uncertainty as distancing requirements
threaten timely direct sales opportunities such as farmers markets.”
In 2018, drought hurt many farming
operations, notes MU Extension agronomist Valerie Tate. “Then, in 2019, many
farmers suffered from things beyond
their control such as excess rain, flood
and market prices,” she said. “They began 2020 with high tensions and hopes
for a better year. Now they worry about

protecting their families from coronavirus, as well as social isolation.”
Tate, who works with farmers and cattle
producers in north-central Missouri,
says rural residents sometimes avoid
mental health treatment because of perceived stigma. Travel also is an issue for
rural clients living in areas where mental
health services are not available.
The MU Psychological Services Clinic’s
telehealth service gives them the option
to receive treatment in the privacy of
their own homes, Tate said. “For many,
this will be a more comfortable and
accessible option.”
Bell said therapists would offer skills
to help with stress, uncertainty or social
isolation. This includes problem-solving,
scheduling positive activities, positive
thinking and reactions, and building
connections.
Clients with insurance coverage who
receive services from licensed providers
will pay their standard copay. For clients
without insurance and clients seen by
doctoral student trainees, the fee is $20
per session. This fee is waived for clients
with Medicaid. Need-based fee assistance and scholarships are available.
Call 573-882-5805 or visit psychology.missouri.edu/psychological-services-clinic for more information or to
make an appointment.
“Farmers, because of their strong and
independent nature, often are reluctant
to talk about these issues,” Funkenbusch
said. “Fortunately, resources are available. If you need help or know of someone who needs help, reach out.”

Sanitize, sanitize, sanitize

Tips for dairy herd safety during
COVID-19.
Source: Stacey Hamilton, 417-466-2148;
Scott Poock, 573-882-6359
COLUMBIA, Mo. – University of Missouri Extension dairy specialist Stacey
Hamilton and veterinarian Scott Poock
used to repeat one word to students and
workers at MU’s Foremost Dairy Research Center. “Intake. Intake. Intake”
has given way to “Sanitize. Sanitize.
Sanitize.”
“The best way to improve the bottom
line of your dairy operation now is to
protect your people,” Hamilton says. The
close-knit links between dairy farmers
and vendors make social distancing
difficult but imperative.
Put social distancing into practice both
on and off the farm. “Social distancing
may be practiced at the farm level, but
if not practiced away from the farm, it
puts all farm people at risk,” Hamilton
says. Practice basic hygiene at home and
at work by frequent hand-washing with
soap and water.
He and Poock give the following tips:
1. Use technology. Use Zoom videoconferencing to show employees what
needs to be done with equipment, fields
and cows. Use a phone or tablet to take
pictures to share. Brush up on herd management software and apps such as the
MU Grazing Wedge.
2. Create a contingency plan. A plan
and protocol help producers react responsibly to emergencies. Have a plan in
place listing who can assume critical duties if illness strikes employees or family
members. Post the plan.
3. Communicate safety expectations to
employees. Post signs and communicate
to employees the importance of following Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention guidelines. Educate employees about COVID-19 symptoms. Expect
workers to wear clean uniforms and
launder them daily.
4. Cross-train employees where possible. Ask employees if they know of family members, friends or students taking
online courses who might be available to
help in case of illness. Talk to other herd
owners about sharing worker resources
in the event of a shortage.
5. Limit traffic into and out of the farm
with a single entry or exit point. Do
not allow nonessential visitors to the
farm. Stagger deliveries and ask delivery
people to leave packages at areas away
from dairy buildings. Keep a log of all
off-farm visitors.

6. Limit the number of workers operating farm equipment. Make sanitizer,
disinfecting wipes, paper towels, nitrile
gloves and personal protective equipment available. Place in vehicles and
shared areas such as bathrooms and the
break room. Assign an employee to be
responsible for disinfecting common
areas. Disinfect doorknobs, lockers,
telephones, light switches, time clocks
and other surfaces that people may
frequently touch. Make washing stations
available if possible.
7. Discuss sick leave with employees
prior to them becoming sick. Poock recommends that herd managers take and
record the temperature of all farmworkers before and after work. If workers
have elevated temperatures, send them
home as a precautionary measure.
8. Assign work zones. “The parlor will
be trickier in COVID-19 times,” says
Hamilton. “If possible, do the milking
with just one person.” If it is not possible,
allow social distancing by designating
zones in the parlor for each person. Assign duties that one person can accomplish. Assign zones when working cattle
also. “Employees should be like two
ships passing in the night,” says Poock.
9. Consider mealtime safety. Where will
employees eat? If more than one generation of a family works at the dairy farm,
where will they eat?
10. Remember that employees and
vendors are under stress at home and
at work. Keep in touch with friends,
neighbors and community members
through phone calls, videoconferencing
and email.
The work may take longer, Hamilton
and Poock say, but the health of farm
people is critical.
Many county extension centers are
closed, but MU Extension specialists are
still available by telephone or email. MU
Extension also posts regular updates and
new resources related to COVID-19 at
extension.missouri.edu.
Photo available for this release:
https://extensiondata.missouri.edu/
NewsAdmin/Photos/2020/20200407dairy-covid-1.jpg
To limit the spread of COVID-19,
assign work zones in dairy operations to
allow social distancing. MU Extension
dairy veterinarian Scott Poock says the
dairy parlor presents the most challenges. Photo courtesy Stacey Hamilton, MU
Extension.
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MDC Announces Missouri’s
First Elk-Hunting Season
Coming This Fall!

Apply May 1 - 31 at mdc.mo.gov/buypermits, or through a permit vendor.
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The Missouri
Department of Conservation (MDC)
announces it will offer Missourians the
state’s first elk-hunting season in modern history starting this fall. At its April
8 meeting, the Missouri Conservation
Commission approved the issuance of
five permits for hunting bull elk for the
2020 season. Four general permits will
be for the public and one permit will be
reserved for qualifying area landowners.
Missouri’s first pending elk hunt comes
after years of restoration efforts of the
once-native species by MDC and numerous partners and supporters.
For this first elk season, MDC has designated a nine-day archery portion running Oct. 17-25 and a nine-day firearms
portion running Dec. 12-20. The five
permits will be for bull elk and will be
valid for both portions. All permits will
be assigned through a random-lottery
drawing.
“The timing of the season was designed
to come after the peak of elk breeding
during late September and early October
and to avoid the elk season coinciding with portions of the firearms deer
season,” explained MDC Elk and Deer
Biologist Aaron Hildreth.
MDC will require a $10 application fee
for those applying for the general permits. Qualifying landowners will not be
required to pay the $10 application fee
when applying for the landowner permit. Those selected for each of the five
permits must pay a $50 permit fee.
MDC will limit the random lottery to
one application per-person, per-year
with a 10-year “sit-out” period for those
drawn for a general permit before they
may apply again. If selected for a landowner elk permit, qualifying landowners
will not be required to wait 10 years
before again applying for a landowner
elk permit. Qualifying landowners may
apply once each year for a general elk
hunting permit and for a landowner elk
permit but are eligible to receive only
one permit annually.
The landowner elk permit is limited
to resident landowners with at least
20 acres within the “Landowner Elk
Hunting Zone” of Carter, Reynolds, and
Shannon counties. Zone boundaries are
shown in the application. The landowner
permit is nontransferable and may only
be filled on the landowner’s property.
General permits can be used in Carter, Reynolds, and Shannon counties,
except the refuge portion of Peck Ranch
Conservation Area. Like the landowner
permit, general permits are nontransferable.
“The allowed hunting methods for each
season will be the same as for deer hunting,” Hildreth said. “The permits will
allow for the harvest of one bull elk with
at least one antler being greater than six
inches in length. Successful hunters must
Telecheck their harvested elk, like for
deer.”
Appreciation of Area Landowners
“Local landowners have been supportive
of the reintroduction of elk to the area
and many have worked hard to create
habitat that benefits elk and many other

wildlife species,” Hildreth said.
While any qualifying landowner within
the “Landowner Elk Hunting zone” is
eligible to apply for a landowner elk permit, Hildreth encourages only those who
have elk on their property to apply.
“Although the elk population is expanding, there are still many areas in the
Landowner Elk Hunting Zone where
there are no elk at this time,” he explained. “If a landowner has not seen
elk on their property, I would encourage
them not to apply so the landowner
permit can go to a landowner who has a
better chance of being successful.”
Apply and Check Online
To apply for an elk permit, applicants
must be Missouri residents at least 11
years of age by the first day of the hunt.
Those selected to receive a permit must
have their hunter-education certification
or be exempt by age (born before Jan. 1,
1967) before they may purchase the permit. All applications must be completed
online or at a local vendor.
Apply for the random elk-permit lottery May 1 - 31 online at mdc.mo.gov/
buypermits, or through a permit vendor.
Qualifying landowners are required to
submit their property information before applying through MDC’s Landowner Permit Application at mdc.mo.gov/
landownerpermits.
Applicants can check to see if they have
been selected for an elk-hunting permit
online starting July 1 at mdc.mo.gov/
buypermits after logging into “Manage
Your Account” and selecting “View My
Special Hunt History.”
For more information on elk hunting
in Missouri, visit huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/
hunting-trapping/species/elk.
MDC Elk Restoration Efforts
Elk are a native species in Missouri but
were hunted to extinction in the state
through unregulated hunting during the
late 1800s. With the help of numerous
partners and supporters, MDC reintroduced about 100 elk to a remote area
of the Missouri Ozarks in 2011, 2012,
and 2013. Most were cow elk with some
calves and immature bulls. Their numbers have grown to more than 200, and
their range has expanded in recent years
to cover portions of Carter, Reynolds,
and Shannon counties. The area consists
of nearly 80 percent public land interspersed with tracts of private property.
“Our plan was to offer a limited season
for hunting elk in Missouri once the
herd reached a minimum of 200 animals
with an annual herd growth rate of at
least 10 percent, and a herd ratio of at
least one bull for every four cow elk,”
Hildreth said. “Those goals have been
met.”
He added that MDC hopes to eventually
reach a target population of 500 elk and
will use hunting to manage herd size and
location.
MDC gathered public input on elk
hunting during 2018 and 2019 at several
public meetings in communities around
the elk restoration zone and through
online public comment periods.
Learn more about elk restoration in Missouri at short.mdc.mo.gov/ZYJ.
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$6 Billion COVID 19 Spending
Plan Approved in Bipartisan
Vote
Missouri News Network
By Madison Czopek And Emily Wolf
Missouri News Network
On a nearly deserted floor, lawmaker
by lawmaker, the House approved a
$6.2 billion spending plan focused on
COVID-19 relief through the end of
June.
About $5.5 billion of that is federal
funds, less than half of which have been
promised to the state so far. Lawmakers expect it to start arriving later this
month. They planned for billions extra
in hopes of receiving more federal money.
“It’s one of the most important supplemental bills we’ve seen in the history of
Missouri,” Rep. Kip Kendrick, D-Columbia, said.
If all of the hoped-for federal money
arrives, the relief package will include:
• $1.5 billion for state agencies to use
for immediate COVID-19 aid and relief
efforts.
• $1 billion for local governments to
use for pandemic response efforts.
• $300 million for public schools.
• $138.7 million for the UM System.
• $20 million in financial assistance for
child care providers.
The finalized budget increased dramatically from a proposition put forward
only three weeks before. In the last
House session, lawmakers debated a
$413 million proposal.
The spending package passed the
House and Senate with strong bipartisan
support.
“The people across the state who are
in need of relief don’t care about our
partisan politics and the political divide,”
said Rep. Cody Smith, R-Carthage and
the House Budget Committee chairman.
“Many have lost loved ones, lost jobs, are
suffering repercussions they’ll be dealing
with for years.”
Increased executive discretion
Some lawmakers expressed concern
that the supplemental bill gives too
much discretion to Gov. Mike Parson
in terms of how to spend funds over the
next three months before the end of the
fiscal year.
Sen. Bill Eigel, R-St. Charles, was one
senator with concerns about the latitude
afforded to the governor.
“The bill before us has a lot of uncertainty in it right now because we don’t
know exactly how much we expect to
get from the federal government,” Eigel
said. “We don’t know exactly when that’s
going to come in. And the governor’s
request is asking for essentially a lot of
leeway in how to manage those funds in
the event that they come in.”
Sen. John Rizzo, D-Kansas City, acknowledged that the Senate was intentionally overappropriating funds in
anticipation of additional federal funding and said the legislature is putting
a lot of faith in Parson by giving him ample flexibility to manage the COVID-19
pandemic.
“He does have more discretion than I
think is normal, but we’re not in normal
circumstances,” Rizzo said.
Senators made it clear that while they
accepted authorizing the governor’s ability to allocate large amounts of funding
in the short term, the same would not be
agreed upon long term.
Sen. Caleb Rowden, R-Columbia, said
he expects large amounts of the funding
that was agreed upon in the supplemental bill to be carried over to the 2021
fiscal year budget, where the legislative
branch will have far more discretion over
spending choices than the executive. The
new budget year begins July 1.
“We provided a tremendous amount of
latitude as it relates to the short term,”
Rowden said, but he cautioned that the
long term conversation about where the
money gets spent would look different.
Rowden explained that it is unlikely
the Parson administration will be able to
spend several billion dollars in the next
three months, which will leave some of
that money for the legislature to allocate
in the 2021 budget discussions.
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“So I think there’s a good amount of
that money that ends up getting reappropriated into the fiscal year ‘21 budget,”
Rowden said. “And I think that that
really becomes kind of where the more
robust conversation happens.”
Racial disparities
Rep. Maria Chappelle-Nadal, D-University City, brought up concerns that
black communities could be left out of
the funding distribution.
“In this bill there is no distribution
methodology,” Chappelle-Nadal said,
leaving room for corruption and favoritism.
Rep. Tommie Pierson Jr., D-St. Louis,
pointed out health care disparities that
can put black Missourians at higher risk
for the virus.
“The speculative reasons are many,”
Pierson said. “Lack of a relationship with
a primary care physician. Environmental
racism and other social determinants of
health, ... a higher likelihood of customer-facing occupations, where folks don’t
have the luxury to stay at home. The
possible reasons are many. What is clear
is that these disparities are beginning to
become more and more evident as we
look at the numbers.”
Data released by Missouri’s Department
of Health and Senior Services shows that
25% of confirmed COVID-19 patients
are black. The race of 30% of cases is
unknown. The U.S. Census Bureau estimates black Missourians make up 11.8%
of the population.
When it comes time to spend the money allocated in the supplemental budget,
Pierson said, it’s important to consider
those health disparities. “I believe it
would be tragic if this information is not
taken into consideration when it becomes time to spend this money.”
Session’s future
Lawmakers seemed split on whether
the 2021 legislative session would be able
to resume for non-coronavirus related
lawmaking, and the plans for the 2021
budget remain unknown.
Rowden seemed confident lawmakers
would be back before May 15, the last
day of the session.
“I don’t know when, and I don’t know
what we’re doing once we come back,”
Rowden said, “but I do think we come
back. I think there are things that we
need to get done, obviously the budget
being one item.”
In contrast, Rizzo said it would be
irresponsible to bring lawmakers back
for anything unrelated to battling
COVID-19. He said he thought it was
widely known that the governor is looking at a special session for the budget
sometime in June, hopefully once virus
concerns have passed.
“If we were to come back for anything
other than coronavirus related legislation, you are really putting people in a
position where they’re trying to make
decisions on their health or policy,” Rizzo said, pointing out that many legislators would have good health reasons for
staying away from the Capitol.
Rizzo noted that a legislator’s absence
would leave entire districts without representation.
The constitutional deadline for passing
a fiscal year 2021 budget is May 8, and
Rowden said it was still possible for the
state to meet the deadline. He added,
however, that if the deadline is missed,
the consequences are not extreme.
“I think, as best we can tell — and obviously, we’re operating in some uncharted
territory — but I think if we get a budget
done by the close of the fiscal year (June
30) and the beginning of the new fiscal
year, I think we’re okay,” Rowden said.
Kendrick said it will be important for
lawmakers to reevaluate revenue estimates for the coming year in light of decreased sales tax but said as of now there
is no plan for when that will happen.
Jordan Meier and Maria Benevento
contributed to this report.
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Obituaries
North Clemons
North Clemons of College Mound, Missouri, age
92, passed away Sunday,
April 5, 2020 at the Boone
Medical Center, in Columbia, Missouri.
North was born May 25,
1927, the son of Garfield
and Hattie Clemons in
Sunlight, West Virginia.
He was united in marriage
to Patricia McIntire on

May 13, 1956.
He started working as a small boy driving a team of
horses for one dollar a day. He graduated May 29,
1945 from Green Sulphur District High School with
honors in sports. He joined the United States Army
to become a medical technician and was honored M1
Rifle Sharpshooter. Following the service, he drove a
truck for Procter and Gamble in Stanton Island, New
York for 10 years. He was a member of the Beacon
Light Mason Lodge, the Southern American Legion,
and the Southern Baptist Church.
He moved to Hines,West Virginia, where he worked
for Paul Daly making coal mine buckets, then he
worked for Mack Plumbing and Heating in Rainelle
W.V. He later worked as a telegrapher in Staunton,
Virginia, and then for C&O Railroad and B&O Railroad as a fireman on the train. He then moved to
Carey, Ohio. He graduated from Cleveland Barber
College in Cleveland, Ohio on January 23, 1962 and
began working for John Risner. Afterwards, North
and his wife built Clemon’s Mobile Home Park and
Sales along with Clemon’s Barber and Beauty Shop
in Carey, Ohio.
North was a gifted musician who played most instruments. His favorite was the five-string banjo,
while his wife played the upright bass. They joined
the Day - Compton Band , where they played for
Macon Health Care, Loch Haven Nursing Home and
Assisted Living, as well as many churches in the Macon area for 19 years.
North and Patricia lived in College Mound, where
they worshiped at the Presbyterian Church with Jim
Bolin as the pastor. He and Patricia had so much fun
working together for 62 years. He said he thought
their life would make a good book, so Patricia recently finished the book and is being published this
year, titled “God Sent My Love to Me”.
North is survived by his wife, Patricia Clemons; two
daughters, Vanessa Collins of College Mound, Missouri, and Valana Pierce of Findlay, Ohio; grandsons,
Nathan Paul May, and his children, Alex and Zeke,
and Jared North May and his son, Carson May; two
step-granddaughters, Heather Waite, and her children, Pierce and Lourel; and Elizabeth Heins and her
children, Brayden, Keegan, and Hudson of Findlay,
Ohio; a step-grandson, Daniel Pierce, and his daughters, Jaylynn, Chloe, and Bexley of Findlay, Ohio; and
one brother, Pete Clemons of Rupert, West Virginia.

Elene Jane (Janie) Ellerback
Elene Jane (Janie) Smith Ellerbeck, was born May
30th, 1928 at the farm East of Jacksonville, Missouri and passed away at the Clarence Care Center in
Clarence MO, March 21, 2020, at the age of 91. Janie
was the daughter of Richard (Dick) Smith and Estella
(Stella) Faught Smith of Jacksonville.
She is survived by her husband of sixty one years,
Lawrence Harlan Ellerbeck, two sister-in-laws and
several nieces, nephews and cousins. She was preceded in death by her parents, three sisters, Irene
Grady, Violet Pillers, and Idell Smith.
Janie was employed by McGraw-Edison in Macon
where she worked for 34 years, being the first woman
hired in the Press Room. She has served as chairperson for the Missouri Rural Crisis program, Missourians Against Hazaderous Waste, was past treasurer of
BPW and past president of the Jaycee wives. Janie enjoyed her large garden, giving away some of its bounty, freezing and canning the rest. She loved beautiful
flowers and always had plenty in her yard. Janie was
a wonderful cook as anyone that has tasted her candy
and goodies can attest to.
Due to CDC guidelines and the Governor of Missouri, there will be a private Interment at the Jacksonville Veterans Cemetery. Arrangements are under
the direction of Hutton & McElwain Funeral Home.
Memorials may be made to The Masonic Lodge
which can be left or mailed to funeral home

Curtis Lee Robinson
Curtis Lee Robinson, age 72 of La Plata, Missouri,
passed away Monday, April 6, 2020 at the Northeast
Regional Medical Center in Kirksville, Missouri.
Born July 27, 1947 in Colfax, Washington, the son
of Thomas Frank and Carolyn Ruth (Abey) Robinson who preceded him in death.
Surviving are six siblings.
Mr. Robinson served in the United States Navy
from 1968 to 1972. He was employed with the National Security Agency as a scientist until he retired
due to health reasons in 2011.
The family has requested no services.
Arrangements by Travis Funeral Chapel in La Plata,
Missouri.

Death Notices
Wilson S. Belt

Wilson S. Belt, age 81, of
La Plata, Missouri passed
away Tuesday, March 31,
2020 at his home.
Born July 28, 1938 in Sue
City, Missouri, the son of
Madison Earl and Hazel Gladys (Wilson) Belt.
On September 8, 1963 he
married Patricia B. Butler
at the Methodist Church
in Macon, Missouri, who survives him. Also surviving him are his four children and spouses, Allison
and Bill Rowland of Macon, MO, Meredith Belt of
Macon, MO, Heather and David Wheeler of La Plata,
MO and Matthew and Kayla Belt of La Plata, MO;
sister-in-law Phyllis Belt of Macon, MO; brother and
sister-in-law Bob and Nellie Butler of Bevier, MO;
grandchildren and spouses, Amber Wheeler of La
Plata, MO, Abby and Rudy Poussot of San Diego, CA,
Jill Rowland and fiancé Skyler Morris of Kansas City,
MO, Taylor and Bridgette Wheeler of Maple Grove,
MN, Makay and Ty Hettinger of La Plata, MO, Paige
McClure of Macon, MO, Baylon Belt and fiancée
Faith Cook of La Plata, MO and Megan Rowland of
Macon, MO; great grandchildren, Hazel Hettinger of
La Plata, MO and Claire and Nicolas Poussot of San
Diego, CA.
He was preceded in death by his parents, one brother Ronald Belt and sister Azalea Walker.
Wilson was a 1956 graduate of La Plata High School
and Northeast Missouri State Teachers College. He
served 2 years in the US Army. On returning home
he worked with his father in the Belt Fur & Wool
Business and farming. In 1984 he became an officer and board member of La Plata State Bank, taking
over chairmanship in 1999.
He was a member of La Plata Masonic Lodge,
Macon County Shriners, La Plata Jaycees, La Plata
American Legion, a member of La Plata Christian
Church and Illinois Bend Community Church and
was currently serving on the Board at Northeast Missouri State Bank.
Due to conditions of the coronavirus, a Celebration
of Life will be held at a later date, with burial in the
La Plata Cemetery.
The family request that memorials in memory of
Wilson S. Belt be made to Illinois Bend Community Church or La Plata Christian Church. Memorials
may be sent to or left at Travis Funeral Chapel, 125 S.
Church Street, La Plata, MO 63549.

Thomas “Tom” Edwin Gaunt
Thomas “Tom” Edwin
Gaunt, age 79, of Macon,
MO, passed away on Sunday, April 5, 2020, at his
home.
Tom was born on January 27, 1941, in East Peoria, IL, the son of Louis
and Marjorie (Waddle)
Gaunt. His parents encouraged him to work
hard, and he spent much
of his life doing just that. In the early years, Tom
worked at Caterpillar, worked for his father, and then
started his own construction business building many
houses in the East Peoria area. He moved to Macon, where his grandparents resided, in 1969. Tom
and Wanda met in 1972 and married a year later on
June 1, 1973. Each having two children of their own,
Debbie, Linda, Darin and Brent, they made a happy blended family. They then had a child together,
Tiffanee, and continued to raise their house full of
children in Macon.
Tom was a respected business man. He owned and
operated a construction business, Tom Gaunt Enterprises, for over 40 years. His work included trucking,
excavating, demolition, constructing bridges, building streets, snow removal, and all kinds of concrete
work. His business motto was “there is no job too
small.” One can look all around the Macon community and see evidence of his hard work. Upon retirement in 1998, Tom and Wanda spent winters in
Mesa where they enjoyed golf, water volleyball, and
pickle ball with their Arizona friends. This is where
he picked up the hobby of building tin can tractors to
display in his front yard.
Tom served on the Oakwood Cemetery board and
was a member of the Macon Country Club where he
enjoyed many rounds with his golfing buddies. His
shiny red Ford truck could be found outside the local
coffee shops early every morning. He led the coffee group by purchasing 6,562 cups of coffee for his
friends in the last 30 years.
Even though he was dedicated to his business, Tom
always made time for his family. He spent many
hours with them playing cards, games, dominoes,
baseball, and volleyball while wearing his cowboy
boots. Anyone that knew Tom would say he loved
Ford trucks, John Deere tractors, the St. Louis Cardinals, the Dallas Cowboys, and the Macon Tigers. He
especially adored his grandkids and cherished the
time he spent with them.
Tom is survived by his wife, Wanda Gaunt; five children, Debbie Gaunt of Macon, Linda De Los Santos
and her husband “Nacho” of Austin, TX, Darin Jones
of San Diego, CA, Brent Jones and his wife Krissi of
San Diego, CA, and Tiffanee Murr and her husband
Jarod of Macon; six grandchildren, Travis, Justin,
Mandy, Dylan, Blake, and Brady; and one surviving sister, Margaret Robbins and her husband Paul
of Carlsbad, CA, other extended family and many
friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents; and two
brothers, David Gaunt and Dick Gaunt.
A drive thru visitation will be held outside in front
of the Greening-Eagan-Hayes Funeral Home on
401 N. Rollins St in Macon from 1:00 to 3:00 pm on
Saturday, April 11, 2020. Due to CDC regulations,
please stay in your vehicle. Private graveside services
for the family will be held at Oakwood Cemetery in
Macon immediately following visitation. Memorials
are suggested to the Oakwood Cemetery or the St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

Patricia “Patty” Ann Coleman, 79, of Macon, MO,
passed away on April 4, 2020. Patty was born on March
27, 1941. Patty is survived by two sisters, Rowena Lenzini, Connie Dodd and nieces, nephews, in-laws and
other extended family. Due to CDC regulations, there
will be only private family services.
David Leonard Hollar, age 81, April 5, 2020. David
was born on October 26, 1938. He is survived his wife,
Karen Hollar; one son, Jeffrey Hollar (Jutta); one stepson, Mark Minor (Vanessa); and three grandchildren,
Cindy, Jeremy, and Steven Hollar. A private memorial
service will be held at a later date.

And the Bible Says…
By Steven Saunders

The Providence of God
Welcome back to our study on the GOD of the Bible.
Apparently after the flood idolatry was common with
man. Today, many so-called Christians have their idols
they respect and honor. They believe there are many
beliefs that are approved in serving and worshipping
God, and no belief is any better or worse than anyone
else’s belief. That’s why I felt compelled to go through
this study, so everyone can meet the God of the Bible.
Today, having learned about the character and nature of
God, and the attributes and mindset of God, I want to
look at the “providence” of God.
The providence of God is both fascinating and challenging concepts to consider. It deals generally with the
sovereign control and activity of God in the physical and
spiritual realms. It can be quite difficult to recognize because it is non-miraculous and “behind the scenes.” David recognized God’s providential activity and its affect
on the course of human events when he said to Abigail,
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who sent you this
day to meet me!”, 1 Samuel 25:32. The Lord had not
commanded Abigail to go and calm David’s anger, but
her good character put her in a position to fulfill God’s
will. A careful study of the providence of God will increase our faith and trust in His perfect ability to work
His plan and purpose for man’s eternal salvation.
One might ask, “What is providence?” “Providence
come from the concept “to provide”. These words derived in the Latin meant “to foresee, foresight, forethought.” In the Greek, it means “forethought” as in
Acts 24:2, “And when he was called upon, Tertullus
began his accusation, saying: “Seeing that through you
we enjoy great peace, and prosperity is being brought
to this nation by your foresight, (providence)’” It also
meant “provision” as in Romans 13:14, “But put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to fulfill its lusts.”
Though the passage in Acts 24 deals with the providence of men, the term is mainly used today about the
actions of God. The concept involves divine foresight,
care, guardianship, supervision, and control through
natural means toward a future goal. Here are some other references to the use of the term; It is the working of
God through His provision in the natural and spiritual
realms; it is a working control in both which neither violates the sovereignty of the human will nor the divine
natural and spiritual laws. Divine providence is a distinctive feature or attribute whereby the omniscience
and omnipotence of the infinite God finds expression.
It concerns itself with the preservation, care, and government which God exercises over everything that He
has created, in order that they may accomplish the purpose for which they were created. God is not only active
in the world, but is active in the world, in everything
that happens (though not necessarily in the same way):
the known and the unknown, the familiar and the mysterious, the trivial and the spectacular, the minute and
the majestic, the sad and the joyful, the painful and the
pleasant, the good and the evil. For this is the idea of
providence; not that God is merely “on call” and ready
to active if needed, nor that he is active only in the sunshine and not in the shadow, but that he is indeed a
“God who acts” -- always and everywhere. (via John
Cottrell, “What the Bible says about God the Ruler”)
God’s providence has been described as “the hand of
God in the glove of history.” When we pray “Thy will be
done” in Matthew 6:!0 and James 4:15, we should understand that our great and powerful God will make every
provision for our needs, and is able to hear and answer
our prayers as he works his divine purpose through the
nations and individuals of human history. Next week
will see that there are cases of a “general providence”
and also cases of “special providences”.
These are difficult times we live in but we shall endure
with His providence. Be smart and be safe out in public.
See you next week for our study.

OBITUARY POLICY
ALL OBITUARIES ARE PUBLISHED IN THE
NEXT AVAILABLE PAPER.
PLEASE SPECIFY IF YOU HAVE A PREFERENCE.

All obituaries 300 words or less: $25
301 to 400 words: $45
401 to 500 words: $65
500 and up: $85
Please add $10 to include a photo
A Death Notice is offered free as a public
service. A Death Notice includes: Name,
Birth/Death Dates, Immediate family names,
Service Date and Location.
660-395-4663 I news.homepress@gmail.com

Randy & Michele - Neil & Sherry Travis
125 South Church Street
La Plata, MO 63549
(660) 332-7145
www.travisfuneralchapel.com

APRIL 13, 2020

The Journal
Call 395-4663 or email ads.homepress@gmail.com

The Journal
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CLASSIFIEDS

NEW RATES: $12 per week for up to 20 words, 10¢ per word thereafter. Ads in both Home Press and Journal: $20 per week 10¢ per word thereafter

KEEP WARM
When the
Snow Flies!

Missouri Public Service Commission Pipeline
Safety Regulations require each natural gas
operator to establish a continuing Public
Education and Damage Prevention Program.

Energy Efficient for
Low Electric Costs

The purpose of this letter is to increase damage
prevention awareness, and inform you that Macon
Municipal Utilities (MMU) has a buried steel feeder
line and service lines carrying natural gas at or near
220 lbs. Per square inch in portions of the City of
Moberly and Randolph County, and also in the City of
Macon and Macon County which may be on or near
your property. This pipeline purpose is to supply gas
from Moberly to Macon, and serve customers in those
two cities as well as Cairo, Jacksonville, and Excello.

FOR RENT
SENIOR HOUSING -Ma-

con Senior Housing Inc. has
1-bedroom apartments available for rent to eligible tenants. Utilities paid. Laundry
facilities. Refrigerator and
range provided. Maintenance
provided. Smoke free apartments. Karen Murr or Vicky
McLeland 660-415-7287 for
more information. This institution is an Equal Opportunity provider and employer.
(TFN)
HOUSES FOR RENT: Rent
to own 1 to 2 bedroom
houses in Clarence. $495
month, newly remodeled,
excellent condition. Call 573469-2080 timmonsjohn68@
yahoo.com (tfn)
HOUSES FOR RENT: in
Macon, Atlanta, Moberly, La
Plata and Kirksville. $375 to
$1750 /month. 3 bedroom
farm house with 20 acres
near Callao. Commercial
properties also available.
660-341-9081 (tfn)

Brookview
Apartments
of LaPlata

Call Manager at 660-346-6974
for an application
IIUD Approved Vouchers
Welcome
www.brookviewapts.com
MO RELAY 711
"Brookview is an equal opportunity
provider and employer"

FOR SALE: 2 building lots on North Hudson. 660-651-3046
4/30

NOTICE OF EMPLOYMENT OPENING

The City of Macon is accepting Applications
and Resumes for the position of
Driver/Operator (Engineer) at the Macon Fire
Department. For additional information or to
obtain an employment application, please visit
our website at www.cityofmacon-mo.gov or
contact City Clerk Mary Lou Craigg at the Macon City Office, 106 West Bourke Street,
Macon, Missouri, 63552
or telephone (660)385-6421.
Applications are due by April 24, 2020.
The City of Macon is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
4/20
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MMU is committed to maintain safe, reliable pipeline
operation. The safety of you, your property, our
pipeline and employees is of the utmost importance
to us.
If you suspect a leak from a natural gas pipeline, hear
gas blowing, or if you smell gas.
• Leave the area and warn others to stay away.
• From a safe area, call your local fire and law
enforcement Depts. (911)
As a rule accidents that do occur are a result of
actions and conditions beyond our control. For
these reasons, it is important that the public and our
customers know where our facilities are and how to
get in contact with us. Pipeline markers are located
at varying intervals along the pipe route, and at all
road crossings. Placement of these pipeline markers
indicates the general location of the pipeline and
should never be used as a reference for the exact
location of the pipeline. Our pipeline markers list a
24-hour telephone number for reporting pipeline
emergency communications.
Call Before You Dig – It’s The Law
Missouri law requires that excavators notify the OneCall Center of any digging or soil-disturbing activity
no less that 48 hours before digging any excavation.
The phone number for Missouri One Call (MOCS) is
1-800-DIG-RITE. This is a free service.
If you have any questions concerning our facilities or
if we can be assistance to you in any way, please don’t
hesitate to call our Macon, Mo. office at 660-385-3173
Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm, or after
hours at 660-385-2722.

Starting Wage $10.00
Open interviews
Monday& Tuesday 9am-10am
• Career Opportunities
• Flexible Hours
• Quality Benefits for
full-time Employees
after one year:
- 2 weeks paid vacation
-Eligible for insurance
APPLY AT:
www.mcdonalds.com/careers
The Macon Housing Authority has an immediate opening
for full time Housing Manager position. Duties include
general leasing of apartments, property management per
program rules and regulations. Hourly wage with benefit
package of vacation, sick, retirement, health insurance and
vision. Equal Opportunity Employer Due to COVID-19,
please call 660-385-5781 to pick up an application at 1404
S Missouri Street, Macon MO.
The Macon Housing Authority has an immediate opening
for full time maintenance position. Duties include general maintenance, janitorial, lawn care, renovation of apartments and performing work orders. There is a 24/7 on call
rotation. Hourly wage with benefit package of vacation,
sick, retirement, health insurance and vision. Equal Opportunity Employer Due to COVID-19, please call 660385-5781 to pick up an application at 1404 S Missouri
Street, Macon MO.
LAWN MOWING BIDS
La Plata Nursing Home is accepting bids for lawn mowing. Specifications can be obtained from Derek Shaffer
the Maintenance Supervisor. Bids will be accepted until
April 20, 2020 by 5pm. Bids may be left in the front office
Mon-Fri 9am-Spm.
La Plata Nursing Horne
100 Old Stagecoach Rd La Plata, Mo 63549
660-332-4315
Riding Mowers, Push Mowers, Rear Tine Tiller, Front
Tine Tillers, Power Washers, Grass Trimmers, 50,000
BTU Heaters, Kohler 25hr Motors. All serviced and sold
with warranty. For information call 660-773-5570

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

Your Complete
Communications Provider

Amy Cook-Admin.
Coordinator

Fastest Internet Around!

Amy Elliott
IL/CDS Program Coordinator
Jean Spencer
ILS/Public relations

660.395.9000
800.769.8731

www.cvalley.net

877-684-4542

S & H Handyman
Roofing - Carpentr y - Painting
Decking- Flooring
Power Washing
& much more
Call Jerry or Michelle @ 660.342.0200

CheckMate Window Cleaning

Dan Schlipf
Antenna Service, LLC

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
FREE Phone Estimates

WE HAVE A VARIETY OF
OFF-AIR DIGITAL
TV ANTENNAS
& Accessories

29132 Bird Drive
Macon, MO 63552

660-384-4216
schlipfd@cvalley.net

window

Elisha Walter

cleaning

660.591.2115

checkmate-window-cleaning.business.site

15 Years
Experience

D-G
BUILDERS

FREE
Estimates

Pole Buildings - Horse Barns - Cattle Sheds
Garages - Additions - Roofing & Sliding
Quality- Professional Workmanship
Satisfation & Affordable Rates is our
#1 Priority!

DavID GInGERIch, Macon Mo
660.346.9433
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Carousel Production of Beauty and the Beast Set for August
and September
By Ben Nelson

MACON, MO – For the last few months (since January),
community members from Macon, Shelbina, Brookfield,
Kirksville and everywhere in between have been practicing
their scripts and attending play practice, all of which have
been coupled between their normal responsibilities, jobs,
careers, school work, etc. Macon’s very own Community
Theatre better known as Carousel Productions (celebrating
over 40 years) is set to bring alive a “tale as old as time” the
magnificent Disney story of “Beauty and the Beast.” Macon’s
Carousel Productions held its first show in 1978. The original Disney Production of “Beauty and the Beast” debuted
in 1991 but has roots from a French romance story that
traces back to the 18th Century. Back when it was originally
released, the film grossed approximately 332 million dollars
at the box office worldwide. It is a story that has found itself
on stages from Macon R-1 High School to Broadway, and a
recent remake that featured Actress Emma Watson, as Belle.
For the Macon Carousel Production, Director Dan Coons,
expressed how much he has learned helping and working
with the other directors in creating the vision of where the
play needs to go at Maples Repertory Theatre. “Directors
have the vision for how the show needs to come together.
There are several directors and each individual has a slightly
different vision than the other. I quickly learned to compromise and truthfully, the diversity of ideas has only made this
production better,” stated Coons. Carousel Productions being
a “Community Theatre” encompasses several local communities around Macon with people who come from many
backgrounds. Director Coons said, “It is a team effort at the
end of the day. We have someone like Bryce Duncan who is
brand new to the scene of acting and someone like Steve Wilhoit who has been in previous productions on this stage. Every person brings a new perspective and we all benefit from
it.” When asked what his favorite scene was, Coons stated
that he has seen the production on Broadway (Fabulous Fox)
to the high school version at Macon High School. “I love the
entire story and that is one of the main reasons why I wanted
to get myself involved in this production. The idea of beauty
within and the ability for the story to carry that throughout
the entire show is something I have always enjoyed,” stated
Coons. Mr. Coons graduated from Mizzou with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Agriculture Education where he then taught for
several years and soon after, was hired by Macon Atlanta
State Bank where he worked for 34 years, retiring in 2016.
*Note: There are a total of four directors, Dan Coons, Janet
Prokup, Steve Wilhoit, and Kathy Nelson.
The leading role in the story, Belle, is played by Macon’s
very own, McKenna Nelson. Belle the character would be
described as kind and loving. Disney says, “Belle longs for
so much more than a “normal life” in this small, provincial
town - a town where girls don’t aspire to more than marrying
well… Amongst the townsfolk, Belle is labeled an outcast
because of her free-spirit. Her favorite genres being fantasy
and adventure. Belle’s passion for fantastical stories, coupled
with her outcast status, has left her yearning for a life of
adventure outside of her small village. She unexpectedly gets
her wish when she becomes prisoner to a Beast in order to
save her father’s life.” Ms. Nelson has been involved with the
theatre in the past, but Beauty and the Beast marks her first
play in which she has to put her” big girl pants on” recalled
Nelson. “I spend roughly 4-5 hours each week preparing for
the show. I record myself saying lines as I am an auditory
learner. This is my first play as an adult coming back to my
hometown. Compared to other plays I have helped with, this
one I have had to put my big girl pants on,” stated Nelson.
Throughout the story, there are several scenes in which The
Beast can be rude and at times, scary by yelling, shouting,
and growling toward Belle. When asked how she handles
those parts, Nelson stated, “It is the inner dialogue of Belle.
Not McKenna, but inner Belle. When I can put myself in that
perspective and in character, I can be terrified in those scenes
like I should be.” Elaborating on “being in character” Ms.
Nelson stated that she loves acting for that simple reason:
“I can act in a way that I wouldn’t outside of this theatre as
a person. I can yell and shout at times. I can temporarily
escape from my normal self.” When asked what her favorite scene is, she did not hesitate and rendered the answer,
“Slapping Gaston” who is played by Steve Wilhoit. Belle is
one of the eight original Disney Princesses, joined by Snow
White, Cinderella, Aurora, Ariel, Jasmine, Pocahontas, and

Mulan. For many of us, we can recall the time in which we
held a strong predilection for Disney characters such as the
Disney Princesses when we were a child. For those that have
traveled to Disney Land/World, visiting with and capturing
a shot with one of the princesses is something that is most
likely framed and featured in our house somewhere. With
many little eyes expected to be watching McKenna Nelson as
Belle, we asked her what the biggest piece of advice she has
for children and she responded with, “To always be kind and
have hope for the future.” McKenna recently graduated from
Central Methodist University with a Bachelors of Arts in
Music. She currently teaches K-12 Band and Choir at Atlanta
C-3 in Atlanta, Missouri.
A returning face to the stage at Macon Repertory Theatre
is Joel Vincent. Mr. Vincent has famously played the role of
Jean Valijean in the production of Les Miserables. In Beauty
and the Beast, Vincent returns in another leading role, this
time, as the Beast. The Beast would be described as someone with a quick temper and prone to anger. Disney says,
“The Beast is the male protagonist…A prince by birth, he
was cursed by a mysterious enchantress into as punishment
for his selfish and cruel nature; only by loving another and
earning their love in return can the Beast free himself and
those affected by the spell before time runs out.” When asked
what his favorite part of the play is, Joel Vincent stated,
“This is a great story of symbolism. The Beast obviously not
the most attractive character in the show, coveted beauty.
Whereas Gaston, who was pretty on the outside, was ugly
in the inside. Through his experiences, the Beast figures out
that true beauty is in your heart and soul.” Leading up to the
final dress, Vincent recalls practicing his scrips at least three
hours a day for the first three weeks, and most recently, an
hour every day. He has watched previous productions of this
story and with that, has taken bits and pieces of what he liked
from other people who played his role to aid in molding the
character he wanted to be. “There is way more to preparing
for a play than just practicing and memorizing your scripts.
You have to work on getting into character, the mannerisms
of your character, and blocking. At the end of the day, it is
a team environment. We are helping each other become
better at our roles. A sense of community. We are all working
toward the same goal,” said Vincent. In the end, when given
the chance to share advice with younger kids and younger
actors, Mr. Vincent stated, “One mistake doesn’t define who
you are. Don’t let it determine the rest of your life. You can
make a happy ending. Tomorrow is a new day. A new you.”
Mr. Vincent is a Salesman at US Cellular and is from Macon.
Returning to the Maples Repetory Theater is Steve Wilhoit
who in the past famously played Danny Zuko in Grease,
among other appearances. In Beauty and the Beast, Wilhoit
plays Gaston who is the main antagonist in the play. Gaston the character can be described as arrogant, greedy, and
self-conceited who is trying to marry Belle. “For once I am
the bad guy and I don’t mind it,” stated Wilhoit when asked
what makes this production different from the others he
has been featured in. Wilhoit also stated, “I am getting older
which has made things more of a challenge at times. This
is also the first time that we are using pre-recorded music
instead of an orchestra pit.” Just like the previous two characters we interviewed, Wilhoit has put in numerous hours
getting prepared every week. Having a career outside of the
theatre and acting as the production’s villain, we asked Mr.
Wilhoit how he becomes Gaston, “When I go up those stairs
I have to stop everything that I have been doing. To clear
my mind, aside from my part, and get into his personality.”
His advice to younger theatre enthusiasts who want to act is,
“You will have nerves that will keep you from wanting to try
new things. Give it a chance. Being in a production is such a
fun and fulfilling experience. You get the chance to take on
so many different roles. In some aspects, you get to escape
from the world outside.”
Our final interview was with one of the youngest actors
on stage, Bryce Duncan who plays Chip and LeFou. Disney
describes the character Chip as someone who is “Curious,
adventurous, loving, excitable, playful, innocent and charming.” Additionally, Disney says of LeFou as “Gaston’s snide
and accident-prone sidekick.” Shortly before the final dress,
the role of LeFou had to find a new actor. Bryce Duncan
stepped right into the role. Bryce originally was playing the
character “Chip.” Trying to memorize the script of LeFou
with a shorter time than usual, Bryce recalls working several
hours a week on his script. “I have been in the Children’s

Production here at the theatre, but this was my first community play. My first play in which had adults acting alongside
me. I have to act out how the character would feel. I had to
prepare myself for how Chip would act and then LeFou later
when I picked up his role,” stated Bryce. When asked what
his favorite scene is, Bryce recalled, “Be Our Guest is my
favorite scene. It is really fun to sing and it’s not too long.”
Mr. Duncan credits his fourth grade teacher for sparking his
interest in acting after she had the class act out the Wizard of
Oz. It is important to note that the character of LeFou is an
adult. Bryce the actor, is 12 years old. “Try your hardest, do
your best, but most importantly have fun. Make everything
your own,” stated Duncan when asked what the best advice
he received about stepping into a role in which the character
is much older than he is, personally. Bryce is a 6th grader
at Macon County R-lV in New Cambria and hopes to be an
actor when he grows up.
The Macon Carousel Production of Beauty and the Beast
was originally scheduled to debut to the public on March
19th followed by six more showings with March 28th being
the last one. However, due to the Global Pandemic of Coronavirus, the production has been postponed until August
with the first showing being August 27th; marking the first
play by Carousel Production to be postponed in all of its
history. The updated scheduled dates are August 27th, 28th,
29th, 30th, and September 3rd, 4th, and 5th.
Stated in a Facebook post by Carousel Productions:
“Carousel Productions, Macon’s community theater, has
rescheduled dates for Beauty and the Beast for August 27, 28,
29, 30 and September 3, 4, and 5th. Matinee performances
(2:00 p.m.) are August 29 and 30 and September 5. Evening
performances (7:30 p.m.) are August 27, 28 and September
3, 4, 5.
If you are holding physical tickets for the canceled March
dates of Beauty and the Beast, they may be exchanged for
ANY of the rescheduled performances. If you know that
you cannot attend the show on any of the rescheduled dates,
please consider making your ticket a donation to Carousel, as
all expenses to produce the show have already been paid.
Those holding March Beauty and the Beast tickets must
exchange these tickets for the August/September dates at the
Royal Theatre Box Office beginning April 6th. Tickets will go
on sale to the general public beginning Monday, August 3.
In order to guarantee a seat, it is strongly recommended that
exchanges for rescheduled performances take place before
tickets go on sale to the general public.
Carousel Productions thanks you for your patronage and
support.”
CAST:
The Beast (Joel Vincent)
Belle (McKenna Nelson)
Gaston (Steve Wilhoit)
LeFou (Alan Altmansberger)
Maurice (Craig Bonnett)
Lumiere (Carl Knapp)
Cogsworth (Jaren Hafen)
Mrs. Potts (Olivia Coon and Kristin Hafen)
Chip (Sophia Coon and Bryce Duncan)
Babette (Jamee Beach and Leah Huffine)
Madame de la Grande Bouche (Shelly Schaefer)
Silly Girls (Megan Eaton, Erin Kanaday, Laney Shank,
Kelsey Hall, Melia Shepherd, and Bella Bodie)
Monsieur D’Arque (Kevin Blew)
Bookseller (Layne Phillips)
Baker (David Jenkins)
Enhantress (Glenda Bradley)
Narrator (Dan Coons)
Ensemble (Hannah Arnett, Indigo Barnett, Andee Bush,
Callie Butner, Emilee Butner, Denise Czuba, Roy Fancher,
Charlotte Faughn, Julia Faughn, Lillian Green, Lochlan
Hafen, Talmage Hafen, Dawn Kuntz, Maria Leath, Elise
Nelson, Evie Nelson, Lois Noland, Layne Phillips, Morgan
Riekeberg, Duane Snyder, Brailey Tawney, Crystal Tawney,
Amy Thomas, Chloe Thomas, Danelle Vossmer, and Parker
White)
Producers (Jeanne Fiquet, Leah Huffine, and Andee Bush)
Headline Picture taken by Reporter Benjamin Nelson

What’s In A Name?
By Tiann Bilinski

The Name We Know vs The Original
Dean Martin .. Dino Paul Crocetti
Tennessee Williams .. Thomas Lanier Williams III
Samuel Goldwyn .. Szmuel Gelbfisz (polish)
W.C. Fields .. William Claude Dukenfield
Boris Karloff .. William Henry Pratt
Bob Dylan .. Robert Allen Zimmerman
Rita Hayworth .. Margarita Carmen Cansino
Woody Allen .. Allen Stewart Konigsberg
Elton John .. Reginald Kenneth Dwight
Hulk Hogan .. Terry Gene Bollea
Vin Diesel .. Mark Sinclair
Roman Reigns .. Leati Joseph Anoa’i
Jack Black .. Thomas Jacob Black
Sylvester Stallone .. Michael Sylvester Gardenzio Stallone
Kane .. Glenn Thomas Jacobs
Ludacris .. Christopher Brian Bridges
Tina Fey .. Elizabeth Stamatina Fey
Madonna .. Madonna Louise Ciccone
Pink .. Alecia Beth Moore
Bill Clinton .. William Jefferson Blythe IV
Gerald Ford .. Leslie Lynch King Jr.
Jamie Foxx .. Eric Marlon Bishop
Charlie Sheen .. Carlos Irwin Estevez
Bruno Mars .. Peter Gene Hernandez
Faith Hill .. Audrey Faith Perry
Lana Del Rey .. Elizabeth Woolridge Grant
Lady Gaga .. Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta
Carmen Electra .. Tara Leigh Patrick
Elvis Costello .. Declan Patrick
MacManus
Kate Perry .. Katheryn Elizabeth Hudson
Whoopi Goldberg .. Caryn
Elaine Johnson
Marilyn Monroe .. Norma Jeane
Mortenson
Marilyn Manson .. Brian Hugh
Warner
Tony Curtis .. Bernard Herschel
Schwartz
Nicolas Cage .. Nicolas Kim
Coppola
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Amidst economic turmoil from COVID-19, how is agriculture
holding up? MU professor provides some answers
COLUMBIA, Mo - As COVID-19 continues to spread in
the United States, the agricultural industry is facing challenges related to demand, the workforce and widespread
uncertainty. Scott Brown, an associate extension professor
of agricultural and applied economics at the University of
Missouri’s College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources, is available to speak about the issues facing the industry
during this unprecedented time. Below, Brown answers common questions about how the agricultural economy is doing
amidst the COVID-19 outbreak.
How is the agricultural economy in the U.S. faring during
this crisis? Are farmers taking a hit?
U.S. farmers are finding many challenges due to the
COVID-19 outbreak. There is considerable uncertainty
around corn and soybean crops, which are being planted in
increased numbers after last year’s flooding and wet weather
disrupted the crops. Corn-based ethanol, for instance, continues to suffer as crude oil prices have remained below $25 a
barrel. The rock-bottom oil prices are due, at least in part, to
the economic downturn resulting from the global COVID-19
outbreak. Many ethanol plants are now idled as turning corn
into fuel is not financially profitable.
Livestock farmers have also seen markets turn considerably
lower with the outbreak of COVID-19. Futures prices for live
cattle (25% lower), hogs (35% lower) and milk (20% lower)
have all moved down over the past two months. This has
strained livestock producers to figure out how to find markets for their products. In some cases, milk producers have
been forced to dump milk because there is simply no room
for it at processing plants.
Grocery store shelves have been emptied in some cases,
and yet farmers are not able to secure a market for their

products. What is the problem?
The loss of the foodservice industry has created a dramatic
decline in the demand for agricultural products. At the same
time, consumers are stocking up on grocery store purchases
to cope with the COVID-19 outbreak. The USDA estimated
that food-at-home purchases by consumers totaled $781 billion in 2018 while food-away-from-home purchases totaled
$931 billion — that ratio looks a lot more lopsided right now.
It has been a monumental task to change an infrastructure
designed to provide a significant percentage of products for
the food service industry to now increase product flow to
groceries. COVID-19 challenges have also directly affected
agricultural processing facilities that have had to shutter for
periods of time as their workers test positive for COVID-19.
Processing speeds have also slowed as companies practice
social distancing measures in these facilities.
Changing from a food service demand driven market to a
grocery demand driven market has dramatically altered prices. Wholesale pork belly prices (bacon) have tumbled from
$0.90 per pound in mid-March to nearly $0.30 per pound by
early April. Cheese, butter, ribs and chicken wings have also
seen significant price declines as they tend to be primarily
consumed away from home. On the other hand, pork loin
— popular with grocery shoppers — has jumped from $0.75
per pound in mid-March to $1.00 per pound by early April
fueled by grocery demand.
Will there be lasting impacts from this crisis?
There will likely be long-term impacts on agriculture from
the COVID-19 outbreak. Some farmers, processors, distributors and others will be forced to exit the industry as a
result of the severe economic situation they face today. It is
too early to know exactly how much change will unfold, as

it depends on how quickly recovery can begin once the U.S.
relaxes current measures to combat the COVID-19 outbreak.
There is hope, however. The phase one trade agreement
signed with China before COVID-19 began to dominate
world headlines may soon give U.S. farmers stronger and
much-needed demand for their products. As the Chinese
economy begins the recovery process and works to fulfill
trade commitments made under the phase one agreement,
demand will rise accordingly. Before the COVID-19 crisis
unfolded, international demand for U.S. agricultural products started the year strong with U.S. pork exports up more
than 40% above year ago levels in February of this year.
What government programs are available to help agriculture survive the economic downturn associated with the
COVID-19 outbreak?
The U.S. Congress included funding in the third round of
stimulus (CARES Act) to support agriculture. Specifically,
$9.5 billion was available to assist specialty crop producers;
producers who support local food systems such as farmers
markets, schools, and restaurants; and livestock producers,
including dairy. The USDA is currently working on programs
to implement this new funding and have looked to industry
to provide ideas for new programs.
There is reason to believe that once we relax the current
measures put in place to combat COVID-19, agriculture
could see a much-improved economic picture. Refilling
foodservice pipelines as restaurants reopen could push prices
for many agricultural commodities higher later in 2020. At
this point, it remains important to help agriculture survive
the current economic downturn until recovery can begin.

First Ladies of America
Perhaps nothing determined the course of
Sarah Polk’s adult life as much as remaining
childless throughout her marriage to James K.
Polk. Living at a time when a woman, especially a
Southern woman, was defined by her role as wife
and mother and mistress of her house, Mrs. Polk
forged a different identity. She became her
husband’s political partner. Mrs. Polk devoted all her
energy to his career and became an indispensable
and influential presence in his political life, both before
and after he won the presidency.

attended one of the few
college-level schools in the
country for young women.
The role she played in her husband’s career, and in his
presidency, was extensive. She managed his political
campaigns, always served as his personal secretary,
and sent him detailed political reports and advice when
he was away. As first lady, she controlled access to the
president, which was resented by those she did not
always admit to his office, including Polk’s vice
president.

After their marriage, the Polks lived in a small cottage
A devout Presbyterian, Mrs. Polk had no moral
on his parents’ estate. When he was elected to
objection to slavery, but she did have a strong
Congress, they moved to Washington and lived
objection to working on Sunday; no official
in a boardinghouse. Unlike other political
guests were received in the White House
wives, Mrs. Polk had time to befriend his
James K.
Congressional associates, form alliances
on Sunday and no official work was done.
Polk
in the government, and help her
Music, dancing, liquor, and beer were
Administration
husband navigate the political terrain.
also banned. White House guests were
offered wine at dinner, but the president
1845-1849
Intelligent and knowledgeable, Mrs. Polk
and the first lady did not imbibe. The first
became well liked and respected in the
lady did allow one exception in regard to
Capitol. Her family’s personal friendship with
music; the Marine Band was allowed to play a
Andrew Jackson bolstered Polk’s own relationship new tune that came to be known as “Hail to the Chief.”
with the president and further advanced his career. Dinner with the Polks was a sedate affair, highlighted
In 1835, Polk became Speaker of the House of by fine food and conversation. The first lady was
Representatives for two terms. Ten years later, he regarded by many as presiding over a dignified White
would be elected president, and Mrs. Polk would live House.
in the White House as first lady.
In 1849, the Polks returned to Tennessee, looking
Mrs. Polk’s personal history had prepared her well for forward to living at “Polk Place,” their new home in
the role she played in her husband’s life. Her father Nashville. Three months later, however, President Polk
was a wealthy planter, merchant and slave holder in died of cholera. Sarah Polk wore black the remainder of
Tennessee, and his daughter was accustomed to her life and rarely left home, except to attend church.
living among members of the upper class. She died in Nashville, still a widow, in 1891.
While a teenager, Mrs. Polk

Sarah Childress Polk
Born: September 4, 1803, in Murfreesboro, Tennessee
Education: Abercrombie’s Boarding School, Nashville, Tennessee;
Moravian Female Academy, Salem, North Carolina
Marriage: January 1, 1824, to James K. Polk
Children: None
Died: August 14, 1891, in Nashville, Tennessee
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Heartland Headlines
By Kathy Nickerson

The farm crew in the Heartland community is practicing
social distancing on their tractors these days. We don’t want
to make light of the serious situation facing our world, of
course. But farmers are accustomed to working alone.
We are grateful that our community and our neighbors all
remain healthy at this point. Those of us who are ordering
our groceries online or for curbside pickup remain ever
grateful to the farmers who feed us. They are certainly essential workers.
Much of the farmland owned by Sharpe Holdings has
been leased out this year. Our crews will still do some custom farming on that land for the leaseholders, and we are
farming some fields for ourselves. So, this team has started
putting in the long hours to get our fields ready for planting.
It is reassuring to see that some things continue almost like
normal. As the season begins, we pray all our friends and
neighbors will remain in good health, stay safe, and have a
bountiful crop this year.
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Macon County Commission Meets
February 27th, 2020 Thursday
9:00 a.m. Members Present: Alan Wyatt, Kevin Souther
and Clarence Walker
Commissioners met with Kevin Wright, road supervisor,
and Calvin Allen, road grader supervisor, to discuss road
work. Calvin traveled to Mexico, Missouri to look at a motor
grader reclaimer attachment. The county could possibly
purchase one in the future. County crews have been hauling
spot rock to bad areas.
9:30 a.m. Commissions reviewed and approved accounts
payable and payroll. Commissioner Walker motioned to
approve with a second from Commissioner Souther. All in
favor Wyatt – yes, Souther – yes and Walker – yes.
9:46 a.m. Commissioners reviewed and approved meeting
minutes for February 18th, 20th and 24th, 2020. Commissioner Souther motioned to approve the minutes with a
second from Commissioner Walker. All in favor Wyatt – yes,
Souther – yes and Walker – yes.
10:00 a.m. Commissioners reviewed and approved bid request for tandem class 8 tractor and 2020 tracked skid steer.
11:00 a.m. Commissioners attended a meeting at sheltered
workshop on their CBDG grant and progress on the construction.
1:00 p.m. Back in session.
1:05 p.m. David Ausmus, Howe Co., met with the commissioners to update them on Intrepid Road Railroad Bridge
Project. The concrete will be poured on approaches February
28, 2020. Also, David brought a contract Amendment #1
additional services to Agreement for Professional Services
related to road conditions – Greyhound and Heron Streets.
Commissioners signed a contract for road drainage study,
Dogwood Avenue, Agreement for Professional Services.
1:30 p.m. David Ausmus, Howe Co., brought pay application. MoDot Northeast Region Project No. RRP 0005 (512),
MoDot 078 163C on Intrepid Road over BNS RR pay application was approved and signed by Presiding Commissioner
Alan Wyatt.
1:50 p.m. Commissioners moved sealed bid openings for
jail meals from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. today.
2:00 p.m. Jail bids were opened with two bids submitted –
Prenger Foods and C&R. Bids will be awarded at a later date.
2:40 p.m. Jack Davison met with the Commission to share
his concerns on Kettle Street. There are two culverts side by
side that water is washing around them. He is afraid it might
washout. Commissioners will look at it.
Meeting Adjourned

March 2nd, 2020 Monday
9:00 a.m. Members Present: Alan Wyatt, Kevin Souther
and Clarence Walker
9:05 a.m. Commissioners met with Kevin Wright, Macon
County Road Supervisor, to discuss road work being done
this week. Gentry Street was bladed and rocked and Brimstone was bladed and spot rock was applied.
10:00 a.m. Dan Page, NECAC Chief Deputy Director, conferenced by phone with the Commissioners to give an update
on what NECAC has done 2019. Dan went over the numbers
on services they provide Macon County Citizens. Copies of
the paperwork will be kept in the correspondence file.
10:30 a.m. Commissioners met with Kevin Shoemaker, Macon County Sheriff, to go over the food bids for the jail. C&R
was awarded the bid for the 2020 year. Commissioners met
with Linn County Commissioners to discuss getting a nurse
or nurse practitioner to work at the jail.
10:40 a.m. Commissioners signed hiring agreement for
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road and bridge to hire Hunter Cuppy.
11:00 a.m. Commissioners reviewed and approved a
contract with Shive Hattery to do the jail mezzanine housing
build-out day room B. Alan Wyatt, Presiding Commissioner,
signed the contract to proceed.
11:40 a.m. Krista Bruno, Macon County Treasurer, gave the
Commissioners a tax report on sale tax, motor fuel tax and
use tax.
Meeting Adjourned
March 5th, 2020 Thursday
9:00 a.m. Members Present: Alan Wyatt, Kevin Souther
and Clarence Walker
Commissioners met with Kevin Wright, Macon County
Road Supervisor, to discuss road work being done this week.
Gravel was applied to Gentry Street and Kevin reported that
he had looked at a semi-tractor at New Cambria that is for
sale. Commissioners were concerned that the tractor had a
sleeper. Kevin presented a list of culverts the county needs
to buy.
9:35 a.m. Tommy Small with Central Stone met with the
commission on a sales call.
10:00 a.m. Commissioners received correspondence from
Ameren that they will be doing an upcoming Vegetation
Activities Notification, in Macon County, under our transmission lines.
10:30 a.m. Commissioners reviewed and approved additions and deletions for February 2020 being the January
2020. Commissioner Walker made the motion to approve
with a second from Commissioner Souther. All in favor –
Wyatt – yes, Souther – yes and Walker – yes.
11:15 a.m. Commissioners received an email from MCCDDC Board to have commissioners appoint two board
members. The Commission appointed Crystal Martie and
Amy Goosey, both from Macon, as new board members.
12:00 Lunch
1:00 Back in session.
2:00 p.m. Russell, with Oden Enterprises, Inc., met with the
Commissioners on a sales call. He informed the Commission that metal is at a low price and possibly a good time to
buy.
Meeting Adjourned
March 9th, 2020 Monday
9:00 a.m. Members Present: Alan Wyatt, Kevin Souther
and Clarence Walker
9:05 a.m. Commissioners met with Kevin Wright, Macon
County Road Supervisor, to discuss road work that is being
done this week. Gates are being put up at Bloomington
so the yard can be locked. Kevin reported a good week of
grading roads.
9:30 a.m. Macon County Collector, Rhonda Anno, met
with commissioners to discuss getting a glass window door
to shut out hallway noise when necessary. Commissioners
will look into the cost and someone to install.
10:00 a.m. Presiding Commissioner, Alan Wyatt, telephoned Cintas about discontinuing services. Commissioner
Wyatt talked with Krista, at Cintas, about final payment.
11:00 a.m. Commissioners helped load voting boxes for the
poll judges doing training.
12:00 p.m. Lunch
1:00 p.m. Commissioners are back in session.
1:10 p.m. Commissioners discussed park board business.
Meeting Adjourned

Bicentennial Commission
Launches Poster Contest for
Elementary and Secondary
Education Students
The Missouri Bicentennial Commission is
excited to announce the Bicentennial Poster
contest. The contest is open to all students
in grades 3-12 in Missouri. Judges will select
four posters to commemorate Missouri’s bicentennial of statehood. Selected posters will
best interpret the theme: Sharing Missouri’s
stories: past, present, and future.
Each student entry must be sponsored
by an eligible institution, which includes
public and private schools, home-school
networks, nonprofit arts agencies, cultural
heritage institutions and public libraries. The
COVID-19 pandemic, undoubtedly, complicates the sponsorship process. The commission welcomes sponsoring organizations to
help facilitate the contest while students are
at home during this time. The competition
runs now until October 31, 2020. Judges
will select the final designs: two from grades
3-6 and two from grades 7-12. Missouri
2021 will be available on all social media
platforms to answer questions, including
email: contact@missouri2021.org. Complete
guidelines and the online submission form
can be found at missouri2021.org/bicentennial-poster.
The Missouri Bicentennial Commission is
partnering with Hallmark Creative Marketing Studio to design a brochure and develop
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the selected designs into their final poster
format.
Vinnorma Shaw’s 1921 poster for the Missouri Centennial Exposition at the Missouri
State Fair is an iconic reminder of the Missouri Centennial commemoration. Likewise,
the final designs chosen by the Missouri
Bicentennial Commission will serve as a lasting reminder of the bicentennial. Students,
teachers, and parents can find educational
materials related to the centennial poster at
the website for the Bicentennial Poster page.
Established through a state executive order
in October 2018, the Missouri Bicentennial Commission is charged with furthering
statewide efforts to honor the State of Missouri and its rich history and heritage on the
occasion of its bicentennial.
Missouri 2021 is a statewide initiative of
the State Historical Society of Missouri. The
mission of Missouri 2021 is to promote a
better understanding of Missouri and its
regions, communities, and people, both past
and present. The Missouri Bicentennial provides opportunities for citizens to celebrate,
explore, and share perspectives on the state’s
rich history and culture.
Keep up-to-date with all Missouri 2021
happenings by following us on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram @missouri2021.
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